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sion to the house of Timur was assured for many generations*
Salim also prophesied a long life for the Emperor, and told him
that his conquests would dazzle the eyes of the world. Insofar
as these readings of the future presaged the fulfillment of his in-
most wishes, Akbar was elated, and he left Sikri with the convic-
tion that his place in history was pre-ordained.
Mariam Zamani (Jodha Bai) was with child at this time. Akbar
ordered a small house to be built for her "under the shadow of
the Sheikh's hut." Thither she was asked to shift till the child was
born. For six months, she lived "near to God and under the
spiritual umbrella of Sheikh Salim" before she delivered herself
of a son on 30 August 1569.
Akbar was at the time on a hunting expedition near Gwalior.
Heeding the advice of Ahmad Shah Bokhari, an occultist well-
versed in astronomy, the Emperor suppressed his joy, and delayed
seeing the infant Wali-Ahad for forty-one days. Belief in India is
still prevalent that a son born after a period of long waiting would
bring luck to the family if the father avoids seeing him for over
a month. It may be recalled that Humayun did not set his eyes
on Akbar till he was thirty-one days old.
After the expiry of the prescribed period, and when the stars
were in auspicious positions, Akbar went to Sikri. The court as-
trologers, chronogram-writers, poets, musicians, heads of religions,
ulema and the nobility were already there to welcome him. As on
the previous occasion, the Sheikh greeted Akbar at the foot of the
unhewn rock which formed a sort of stairs leading to his hut. The
meeting, according to Abdul Qadir Badaouni, was "a get-together
of two men firm in their belief that the destinies of nations and indi-
viduals are in the hand of God, and that no thing happens without
His will." Akbar praised Allah, and so did the Sheikh. Together,
they wended their way through stone and scrub to the little villa
where Jodha Bai was dotting over what Abul Fazl calls "the
choicest apple from the garden of paradise." When a kaniz led the
Emperor to the Malika's chamber, the courtiers lining the pass-
age bowed low, and prayed for the long life of the new-bora
prince. It is believed that Akbar greeted the Amber princess with
a Rajput-style love-pat on her head, and presented her with nine
pairs of necklaces and ear-rings valued at over a lakh of ashrafis,
To the infant son, he gave a hug, and made the announcement
that the prince would bear the name Salim. A greater homage